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prime happiness and the most perfect, the acme of bliss and felicity,
is the knowledge of God." l

All this is presented to us under the strange guise of a
medley of Biblical texts and philosophic dogmata, brought
together and blended by somewhat rash dialectical methods.
In other words, we are in a region of pure metaphysics* Today,
Philo's dialectical edifice, reared upon a foundation of purely
verbal dexterity, seems to us wholly arbitrary. But it satisfied
him, and his methods were in keeping with the spirit of his
environment and of his age. Moreover, this type of meta-
physic resulted in very interesting consequences.

(1)  The Bible, interpreted by Philo, was far more convincing
and intelligible to the educated pagan, than the genuine Jewish
Bible,

(2)  Philo, and the Jews who thought like him. had divested
themselves of nationalism, and had come to believe that divine
bliss is the lot of all the righteous, irrespective of race, who
keep the Law during their earthly life.

(3)  They had also freed themselves from ritualism.   Doubt-
less, they did not reject the observances of the Law, but they
gave them a much smaller place in religion, and attached far
less importance to them, than did the Rabbis of Palestine.

(4)  They did not reject the Messianic ideas of Palestine, but
they diluted them.   It is true that the Sibylline Oracles are the
expression of a very eager expectation of the Deliverer,2 but
in their Greek literary form they represent a tendency which
is scarcely Hellenistic, and is quite secondary in Alexandrian
Judaism.   The Philonians, having blended their Judaism with
the fertile dualism of Greek thought,3 were more interested in
the destiny of the soul than in the Messianic regeneration.

In all this there are ideas, tendencies, a method and con-
clusions which, it must be repeated, are not peculiar to Philo.
They became the common heritage of enlightened Jews through-
out the Diaspora. They were, in course of time, to exercise a
profound and lasting influence upon the structure of Christi-
anity ; meanwhile they explain both the possibility and the
success of Jewish propaganda.

1 De DecaL, 81.

*Qf. Or, Sib., iii, 632 ff.

3 C/. Wisdom iii. 1-8;  v. Iff.;  viii. IQjff.;  ix. 15.